Before the siege, while Lawrence was still hoping
hold the ground between the northern
defences and the river bank, a mass of powder and
ammunition had been stowed away in pits outside
the hospital post; and when the place was invested
a number of tents had been left standing close to
these stores, besides a large stack of fodder for the
cattle. On the night of the 5rd July the enemy set
fire to the stack, and it was feared that if once the
flames reached the tents the magazine would go up.
Lieutenant Fletcher, 48th Native Infantry, took
out a party of officers and cut the tents to the ground
in time to prevent the fire from spreading. On this
day Mr Ommanney, the Judicial Commissioner, was
mortally wounded by a roundshot in the Redan
battery.
On the 4th July three Irish privates of the 52nd
and a handful of volunteers made a swift sortie from
Lanes' post to silence a 9-pounder gun which the
enemy had planted behind a small mosque on the
way to the iron bridge. Stealing out in the early
afternoon they found most of the enemy asleep or at
theirdinner, only the sentries being armed. Private
William Cooney rushed the gun and drove home a
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